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"Improve the economic well-being of agriculture and enrich the quality of farm family life." 

May 26, 2010 
 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senate 
230 South Dearborn Street 
38th Floor, Suite 3892 
Chicago, IL  60604 
 
Dear Senator Durbin: 
 
Illinois Farm Bureau urges you to vote in favor of S.J.R. 26, a resolution that would block the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) from regulating greenhouse gases under the Clean Air 
Act (CAA). 
 
Our members are deeply concerned about climate change policies that would short energy 
markets, drive up agricultural production costs, and leave American farmers unable to maximize 
agricultural production to feed a growing world population.  
 
We are also concerned about regulatory actions like the recently announced “tailoring rule” 
which have the potential to reduce employment, stifle economic growth, and eventually impact 
U.S. production agriculture.  EPA regulation under the CAA provides no incentives for 
alternative energy or for “green jobs.” 
 
Philosophically, Farm Bureau members do not believe we can regulate ourselves into innovation 
and prosperity.  Nor do we think it is wise or even logical to impose regulations in the hope they 
will somehow someday lead Congress to adopt a legislative solution. 
 
Within the decade, EPA’s new rules could capture 37,000 farms emitting above the current CAA 
threshold levels which now require operating permits under Title V but below the 25,000 ton 
threshold EPA proposed as a starting point to phase-in permit requirements.  The final EPA 
“tailoring rule” estimates the average cost of each of these permits to be $23,200 – a roughly 
$870 million expense for farmers that buys them nothing. 
 
Please vote to nullify the EPA’s endangerment finding and its resulting unnecessary, 
unproductive costs for our economy.  Please prevent us from moving down a risky regulatory 
path of no return that takes us no closer to reducing the global impact of climate change. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU® 

 
Philip Nelson 
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